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MATHEMATICIAN/JUGGLER EXAMINES COMPUTERS IN UM LECTURE SERIES 
MISSOULA -
Ever wonder who figures out how to route millions of telephone calls through an intricate 
global communications web of cables, microwaves and satellites? One of the great minds behind 
the wonders of modem telecommunications will visit The University of Montana this week as 
the inaugural speaker in the 1998-99 President’s Lecture Series.
Ronald L. Graham, one o f the world’s leading combinatorial mathematicians and chief 
scientist at AT&T Bell Labs’ Mathematical Studies Center in Florhani Park, N.J., will conduct 
an afternoon faculty seminar and an evening lecture Thursday, Sept. 10. Graham has developed 
many of the mathematical techniques and theorems that have made today’s communications 
system possible.
During his UM visit he will combine his talent for juggling with his knowledge about the 
impact of computers on mathematics in “Juggling Permutation of the Integers” at a 4:10 p.m. 
seminar in Mathamatics Building, Room 109. He will discuss “Computers and Mathematics: 
Recent Successes and Insurmountable Obstacles” at the 8 p.m. public lecture in the Music 
Recital Hall. Both events are free.
In a synopsis of his lecture, Graham says, “There is no question that the recent advent of 
the modem computer has had a dramatic impact on what mathematicians do and on how they do 
it. However, there is increasing evidence that many apparently simple problems may in fact be 
forever beyond any conceivable computer approach. In this talk I will describe a variety of
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mathematical problems in which computers either have had, may have or will probably never 
have a significant role in their solutions.”
Graham earned his doctorate in mathematics from the University of California at 
Berkeley in 1962 and embarked on a prolific career as a mathematician. A University Professor 
of Mathematics at Rutgers University, he also has taught at Princeton University, the California 
Institute of Technology, Stanford University and the University of California, Los Angeles.
He sits on the editorial boards of more than 20 mathematics journals and is past president 
o f the American Mathematical Society. A talented and dedicated juggler in his spare time, he has 
served as president of the International Jugglers’ Association as well.
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